
       
Important health & safety update  

May 19, 2020 

Dear Club Families, 

Our staff has been working hard during this pandemic to find the best and safest way to re-open our 
Clubhouse. Now that the stay-at-home order has been lifted in Minnesota, we are pleased to announce 
that we will begin to re-open the Club on a limited basis. 

As you know, many health and safety requirements are now much more challenging, so we have had to 
revise our plans to meet new guidelines. Instead of a summer afternoon program, we will begin by offering 
a full-day, fee-based summer program from June 8 through Sept. 4 for children entering grades 1-5. 
Applications will be available May 20. See our website under Join the Club for more details at 
www.bgcbemidji.org. 

Program operations: 

 8 a.m.-5 p.m., M-F, June 8-Sept. 4 

 Closed June 29-July 3 

 1:9 staff to child ratio to meet safety guidelines 

 Open to children entering grades 1-5 in 2020-2021 

 Membership application priority will be given to those who commit to attend five days a week for the 
full summer whose application is submitted by May 28 at 5 p.m., and to those who are current or 
past Club members.  

 Fees will be $20 per day to be paid weekly via credit/debit card or paid in full in advance. The 
program is eligible for the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) for those families who qualify.  

 Once application is approved, parents/guardians and Club members must participate in an 
orientation session to review COVID-19 guidelines.  

NOTE: The daily fee does not cover all costs and would not be possible without donor support. We are 
grateful to our individual and business donors for making the summer program possible. 

Unfortunately, we are not able to offer our afternoon-only summer program during this pandemic. After 
careful review of all the new safety requirements and expenses to meet those requirements, a full-day 
program offered on a limited basis offers the best option for opening the Club and protecting the health and 
safety of our Club members and staff. 

Our Club re-opening has been planned with guidelines from the Center for Disease Control, Minnesota 
Department of Health, Public Health and Sanford Health. The health and safety of our children and staff 
remain our highest priority. We will continue to consult with medical leaders at the state and local level to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. We will also implement enhanced cleaning and sanitation procedures 
and follow state directives under the leadership of Governor Tim Walz. Children will also be required to 
follow new safety procedure, including daily temperature checks and health screenings before entering the 
Club. 

http://www.bgcbemidji.org/


 

Even though all safety precautions and practices are being implemented as recommended by the 
CDC, we cannot guarantee there will not be COVID-19 exposure to parents/guardians, staff, youth 
or others engaging in the Club’s 2020 summer program. If a child or adult demonstrates any COVID-
19 related symptoms, we notify our Public Health Officials, who then work with the individual/family and the 
Minnesota Department of Health (MDH). If an individual receives a positive confirmation of the virus, 
MDH immediately takes the lead in all communication, including when and what is communicated 
to staff and families, as well as dictates the corresponding response, including the potential 
temporary closing of a site.  

Before registering your child in the summer program, please review the Summary of COVID-19 
Safety Guidelines below. 

This summer’s Club experience will look different than it has in previous years, but we will do everything in 
our power to make sure your child has a positive experience. If you have questions, please contact me at 
andrea.kent@bgcbemidji.org. 

Sincerely,  

 

Andrea Kent 
Executive Director 

 

Summary of COVID-19 Safety Guidelines 

The following measures have been adopted to prevent and minimize the spread of COVID-19. Full 
details will be included in the 2020 Summer Supplemental Handbook and covered at the required 
orientation:  
 

● Program model: Each child will be assigned to a group and will keep that assigned group 
throughout the summer. Groups will have a designated program area, staff members, limited 
movement within the Club, and abide by social distancing guidelines. 

● Updated drop-off and pick-up procedures: Curbside drop-off and pick-up procedures will be 
followed to limit the number of individuals entering the Club.  

● Daily temperature checks: Temperatures will be taken of all staff and members before entry into 
the Clubhouse and again in the afternoon. 

● Daily health screenings: Staff and members will be screened prior to entrance. If they or anyone 
in their household has CDC-identified symptoms, they will not be allowed entry and will follow 
protocol for re-admission. 

● No mask, no entry: All adults are required to wear face masks. We may introduce and require 
children to wear face masks while at the Club at some point in the future.  

● Handwashing: All individuals will be encouraged to practice frequent, proper handwashing as 
outlined by the CDC. 

● Isolation area: If an individual exhibits signs of illness or experiences any symptoms they will be 
sent to a designated isolation room and monitored while waiting for immediate parent/guardian 
pick-up. 

● Sanitizing and disinfecting: All program spaces will be routinely cleaned, and all frequently 
touched surfaces disinfected. A full sanitization will take place before each program day. 

● Staff training: Staff will undergo extensive training on all new protocols, procedures and policies.    

 


