
Our youth at the Boys & Girls Club 
need your help more than ever. We are 
living in uncertain and frightening times 
as we watch the rapid spread of COVID-19. 
Our kids and their families are feeling 
stressed and anxious with empty store 
shelves, 24-hour news cycles of non-stop 
anxiety, lost jobs, and parents and 
children all stuck at home. We know that 
you are feeling it, too. But we can help 
each other get through this.

Please, make a gift today to support 
our kids and this community through 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Right now, our kids need to know that we 
still care about them. Our Club staff has 
been working round the clock to create a 
plan and virtual programs to reach kids 
at home. Our goal is to support the school 
district as it delivers coursework online. 
We applaud this massive undertaking. 

But we know that online programming 
will not be easy for everyone. And not 
everyone has a parent or guardian at 
home who will be available to provide 
homework help and encouragement. 

You can help us fill that gap.

WHAT WE PLAN TO DO

When you make a gift today, you will be 
supporting a community-wide effort to help our 
kids thrive through and after this pandemic. 
One of the biggest risks to youth is a backslide 
in learning. We know many kids will need some 
extra encouragement and support to stay on 
track. You can help us be there for them.

Our staff are doing amazing work. When the 
pandemic struck Minnesota, many of them asked, 
“How can I help?” We are so proud of them. Over 
half of our program staff are students at Bemidji 
State University who will finish this semester with 
online classes. While their peers headed home, 
some of them stayed to help with the Club’s first 
week of closing.

• A virtual tutoring session to support kids with 
homework.

• Regular check-ins by phone or online to make 
sure our Club kids stay connected with staff.

• Weekly mentoring by phone or online with our 
most at-risk youth.

• Staff videos, online chats and pen-pal 
activities to stay connected and have fun.

COVID-19 RESPONSE
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We are now asking staff to work from home to 
curtail the pandemic spread. They are helping 
us develop creative programming so they can 
maintain their relationships with our Club kids. 
They know how important those relationships 
are to our kids, especially now in the face 
of so much uncertainty. When you support 
the Club, you support them, too. Many of them 
depend on a Club paycheck to make ends meet.

In the meantime, we are bracing ourselves for 
a decrease in donations from our local, small 
businesses who may be significantly impacted 
by the economic realities of this pandemic. Our 
small businesses give generously to support 
children in our community. As they work to 
rebuild, you can help us with the resources 
we need by making a monthly, sustaining gift.    
Your sustaining gift will help provide long-
term solutions to the challenges we face.

THANK YOU
These are unprecedented times and your 

generosity is much appreciated. We know that 
this pandemic will have a lasting impact, but 
things will get better.

Be well. And be safe.

bgcbemidji.org

Double your impact by becoming a 
sustaining donor before April 17th. 

Your gift will be matched, dollar-for-dollar, 
up to $10,000 thanks to a generous gift  

from a Bemidji area family.

IN OUR FIRST WEEK WITHOUT KIDS, 
CLUB STAFF

MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY
 ON OUR WEBSITE AT

• Cleaned and sanitized the Clubhouse.

• Went on loan as an in-kind donation to the 
Bemidji Community Food Shelf, which is in 
desperate need of workers.

• Practiced social distancing while planning 
virtual programming to reach kids at home.

• Started planning for challenges and needs 
once the Club re-opens again.

URGENT
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