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“To inspire and enable all young people, especially those who 
need us most, to realize their full potential as productive, 

responsible and caring citizens.”

Non-Profi t
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 72
Bemidji, MN

Club provides balance for Hadrava family

For Beth Hadrava and her family of fi ve children, 
which includes her nephew, the Boys & Girls Club 
has been an important partner in keeping family life 
balanced.

Beth, a single mom, moved the family to Bemidji last 
year when she accepted a job as an early childhood 
special education teacher with the school district. She 
wanted a safe and engaging place for her children to 
spend time after school and meet new friends. She found 
that and more.

“We decided to give the Club a try and we knew we 
made a good choice right away,” Beth said. “We felt 
welcomed at the Club and the staff was open to my 
concerns and ideas. When we thought my son needed a 
math tutor, they helped arrange for one.”

The children all found their niche at the Club: Holden, 
12, participates in the leadership Club; Shae, 10, a strong 
student, appreciates the power hour to study and the 
social opportunities; Tatiana, 9, loves the greenhouse and 
helped serve the whole family a freshly-made meal at the 
fall Harvest Dinner; Jordan, 7, found a special mentor in 
Grandma Elsa Znajda, who volunteers regularly at the 

Club. Sienna, 4, will join her siblings at the Club when 
she’s old enough.

“Grandma Elsa has been wonderful,” Beth said. “She’s 
really played a nice part in Jordan’s life and you can tell 
she has a soft spot for him – and him for her.”

Those positive relationships with staff have been good 
for the whole family, noted Beth.

“The Club increases our family functioning and it’s 
allowed me the opportunity to sometimes do individual 
things with my children,” Beth said. “I sometimes pick 
up one child a little early and we go for a walk or get 
ice cream together. It’s an opportunity for one-on-one 
bonding.

“I also appreciate that the Club builds in time for study 
because it’s hard for me to work with each of the children 
by the time we get home every night.”

Holden, Shae, Tatiana and Jordan attend the Club 
almost every day after school so they can take full 
advantage of the opportunities they fi nd there. 

“The Club has become an important part of our 
family’s life,” Beth said.
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Connect with us on Facebook and Twitter.

July 5 – Club fl oat in the annual 

Bemidji Grand Parade. Gather at the 

Club between 11:30 a.m. and noon. 

The parade starts at 1 p.m. Club 

members, parents, volunteers and 

supporters are all welcome.

Aug. 4 – The Club will host its eighth 

annual National Night Out Against 

Crime, 6 - 8 p.m., at the Club. Join 

us for free food, games and the 

chance to meet area law enforcement 

offi cials and fi refi ghters.

Aug. 24 – Bob Lowth Ford Annual 

Golf Championship, Bemidji Town 

and Country Club. 

Sept. 19 – Willow Wood Market 

15th Annual Harvest Festival, 

Quilt Show and Funky Junk 

Market.  Concession stand 

proceeds go to the Club. Go to 

willowwoodmarketdesigns.com 

for more information.

From left: Shae, Tatiana, Sienna, Jordan, Beth, and Holden

Calling all golfers and sponsors.
Early bird teams, who sign-up by July 15,
have a chance to win a $100 gift certifi cate 

to the Bemidji Town and Country Club. 

ALL
PROCEEDS 

BENEFIT 
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KIDS!
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    The Club will host its 11th Annual Bob Lowth Ford 
Two-Person Quota Golf Championship on August 24 
at the Bemidji Town and Country Club! Join us for the 
best true golfer tournament of the season. Over the past 10 
years this tournament has raised over $80,000.

   Golfer and sponsorship details 
     are found at bgcbemidji.org.
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Summertime offers members 
expanded youth programs, including 
more time for outdoor recreation, 
gardening, swimming, exploring and 
more. The Club is open 12:30-5:30 p.m., 
M-F, in the summer, beginning June 5. 
Every day begins with a healthful lunch 
followed by an afternoon snack. Tween 
and Teen nights are offered on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month. The Club is 
closed on July 4.

Daily offerings include:
• Tournament play
• Healthy lifestyle programming, 

including bullying prevention and 
other SMART lifestyle programs

• Outdoor play or recreation

• Power Hour, including skill building 
in mathematics and reading, as 
well as exploratory learning about 
different topics

• Structured educational programs
• Free time

The summer schedule also includes 
special trips to Diamond Point Park, 
Bemidji State Park and the Headwaters 
Science Center, as well as the I Can Fish 
program to introduce youth to fi shing.

RENT CLUB FACILITIES 
FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT

   The Boys & Girls Club offers its facilities for rent 
for a variety of uses such as trade shows, birthday 
party celebrations, offi ce gatherings, exercise 
classes and other group events.
 
   Facilities include a gymnasium, multi-purpose 
room, commercial kitchen, games room and more. 
Rental rates available at bgcbemidji.org.

   For more information or to schedule a rental, 
contact Andrea Ohnstad, executive director, at 
218-444-4171 or aohnstad@paulbunyan.net.

Attention Thrivent 
Members

The Club is eligible for Thrivent 
Choice Dollars.

Consider directing your choice dollars
 to the Club for the Kids!

CLUB WISH LIST
Check out the 2015 Club wish 

list at bgcbemidji.org

In fall of 2014, Delta Dental of 
Minnesota awarded the Club a two-
year $10,000 grant to provide the 
Cavity Free Zone oral health program.  
More than 200 Club members have 
participated in fun Cavity Free 
Zone sessions to learn good dental 
hygiene. Programming will continue 
throughout the summer and into 
2016.

Activity highlights:
• Dental Jeopardy
• Dental Bingo
• Plaque Masters – Dental Trivia
• Sad Tooth – Happy Tooth
• Tooth Experiment
• Brushing 
• Visits from local dentists

Healthy smiles, healthy kids

Give kids fun, 
enriching summer 
opportunities

Planned giving, your legacy begins here
Make a planned gift to the Boys 

& Girls Club. Planned giving offers 
a variety of vehicles for estate and 
charitable giving.  A planned gift, 
while improving the lives of a future 
generation of youth, also offers the 
donor tax and income benefi ts.

Planned giving options include:
• Bequest 
• Charitable gift annuity 
• Benefi ciary designation 
• Individual Retirement Account 
• Other options available

Each giving option targets different 
goals and offers different benefi ts for 
donors. All of the options provide a 

lasting legacy for future generations.     
To learn more, contact Andrea Ohnstad, 
Club executive director at 218-444-4171.

2014 Annual Report

Dear Investors:

   Thank you for your continued support of 
the Boys & Girls Club of the Bemidji Area. Your 
generosity makes it possible to provide after-
school activities and summer programs open to 
all youth, ages 6-18, at an annual membership 
fee of just $15.   Your support and kindness gives 
kids the opportunity to fi nd a fun and safe place 
to build:
• academic success
• healthy lifestyles
• good character and citizenship

Sincerely,

Andrea Ohnstad
executive director

Jim Lucachick
board president

MEMBERSHIP
579 Club members, 2,544 youth served through community outreach

ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME PROFILES FOR MEMBERS
40% of members are from single parent households.

47% of members live in families below the poverty rate.  

23% of members are from families that make between $0 and $15,500.  

29% of members are from families that make between $15,500 and $35,300.  

78% of neighboring households to the Club are receiving some form 

         of government fi nancial assistance.   

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014
Total income: $529,290      Total expenses: $527,502

98% of funds raised stay in Bemidji to support our youth.  

2% goes to Boys & Girls Club of America and Minnesota for 

         curriculum, human resources and fundraising support.

BareBonz Design
barebonzdesign.com

Special Thanks to BareBonz Design, Amity Graphics, and 
Cindy Serratore for their contributions to this newsletter.
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